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Why Write Well

[bookmark: _GoBack]Most of us like to think that we are good writers. We may well be. But the act of writing a document as considerable as a dissertation often proves daunting even for the best writers among us, and, in general, writing is a skill that beckons for continuous improvement. To explore your fears, and to see how other scholars have addressed their fears as well as what they have to tell you about writing and writing well, you might do well to start with these books. I have tailored this list to benefit my students, which is to say the readings lean towards qualitative research in the social sciences. Many of the lessons they provide, however, are universal. I make no claims to be a good writer, but I try hard to be one. And although I don’t agree with every point these authors make (I, unlike several of them, am a big fan of the outline), I do think they give excellent advice, and I encourage you to heed it. You may wonder why writing well is important: I expect you will argue that the pressures of completing your dissertation and fighting a tenure clock provide little free time for the fine points of fine writing. I understand those hardships, but as an academic, you want your readers to engage with your ideas. Your readers will struggle to do that if you give them a manuscript that has grammatical errors, spelling mistakes, problems in logic, violations of style, and little clarity of thought. These books will help you avoid those errors so that you can have the conversations you want to have with your reviewers, editors, dissertation committee, and colleagues. Moreover, if you learn to write well (e.g., no passive constructions, no unreferenced pronouns, no abstract nouns), you will find that writing (and especially revising) takes less time than if you refuse these lessons. Perhaps best of all, these books should help you to start writing, to accept false starts and rough drafts as normal parts of the game, and to write according to a schedule not a whim. 
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